
 

 

Rogate Parish Council Chairman’s letter 
 

 
In December, the Parish Council hosted the first ‘Supporting You’ event in Rogate Village Hall 
facilitated by a team of 2 advisors from Chichester District Council.  The aim of the event was to 
provide individual advice to those who attended on what benefits and grants are available and 
support in claiming those they are entitled.  The feedback from the CDC team and those who 
attended was very positive, so much so that the team are offering to hold another event at the end 
of February.  We shall publicise the date as soon as this is confirmed.  If you want to know more 
about the benefits available and help in claiming these during this cost-of-living crisis do please, 
come along or contact the Supporting You team on 01243 534860.  No appointment will be 
necessary. Coffee and biscuits will be available.   

 
It is unlikely to have escaped anyone’s notice the appalling condition of some roads in the Parish 
exacerbated by the freezing temperatures in December and the heavy rain in January. West 
Sussex County Council, who are responsible for public roads, have changed the process for 
reporting road and pavement issues.  They have replaced the ‘lovewestsussex’ reporting system to 
one which now has online forms and maps that can be used on a mobile device or pc to enable 
problems to be reported more specifically. See:  www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-
an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/. The Parish Council have logged a lot of 
the potholes on the system and have separately asked highways to attend the more serious ones 
as a matter of urgency.  We know the system is auditable and that highways take note of the 
number of complaints received on their website.  So, if you are concerned about the condition of 
roads, spare a moment to log an offending pothole or two.  
 
The Parish Council applied for and was given approval to reduce its membership from 13 to 9 
Councillors. This is to take effect from the date of the local elections on the 4th May 2013.  As it 
currently stands the Parish Council is already down to 8 and may be fewer if any of the current 
members decide not to stand for another term.  The election is a time to consider whether the 
Parish Council is focusing on the right things and that your part of the parish, community or 
interests are being properly represented in the parish. There are no special requirements to being 
a Councillor, just a willingness to represent the community and the parish.  If you would like to 
know more about what the council does and to be involved please contact me or the parish clerk.     
 
Last summer the village joyfully marked the Platinum Jubilee of Her Late Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II, with exhibitions, street parties, a concert, games on the recreation ground and a celebration 
lunch, all involving many different individuals and organisations.  In May we will hope to celebrate 
the Coronation of our new monarch, King Charles III, in much the same spirit.  If you would like to 
organise an event, the Parish Council is ready to help with grants and advice.  Don't sit back and 
leave it to others: community events involve us all and need everyone's help to make this 
Coronation a day to remember.  
 
Looking further ahead in the summer, the South Downs Classic cycle ride is scheduled for Sunday 
25th June 2023, from the information we have seen the event start at Fontwell racecourse and will 
involve about 1,000 riders who will enjoy a cycle ride, not a race, around Sussex.  Our parish will 
be on part of  the route for the medium and long-distance riders approximately 850 riders travelling 
through Rogate from Bordon Wood, down North Street, across the A272 and on towards Nyewood.  
The riders are under instructions, this is not a race, they should adhere to the highway code and 
ride in single file.  This looks to be a well organised event and we have similar events in the parish.   
 
 
Max 

Chairman, Rogate Parish Council    
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